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FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;


Sis. Elaine Clem;


Ariel Couch has a serious break to her arm


Bro. Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer


Sis. Jamie Jackson's Grandmother is now


in Great Oaks nursing home in Roswell


Bro. Jeff & Tandie Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby


All who are away traveling or returning to us this week


______________________________





Ladies Bible Class


Will resume on Monday August 1st


This class meets at the building


At 7:30 PM


    ____________________________
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Jason Gaston


Song Leader---Michael Burke


Lord's Supper---Mark Bowman


   Asst. 1-----Troy Halt 	


   Asst. 2-----Buddy Clark


   Asst. 3-----Mark Bowman


   Asst. 4-----Troy Halt


   Asst. 5-----Zachary Huff


2nd Prayer----Steve Huff


Scripture Reading--Andy Williams


Sermon-------Steve Tramell


Announcements----Rodee Bruns


Closing Prayer-----Ron Wood


Sunday PM Service





Special Service


Led By


Drew Bowman





Lord's Supper----Mark Bowman


Announcements----Rodee Bruns


Closing Prayer-----Malcolm Smith


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Andy Williams


Invitation---Joe Phillips


Closing Prayer---Zachary Huff





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 
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 “and this is the message...that God is light and in Him is no darkness”...I John 1:5
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Being Separate for God


reused


"Wherefore Come ye out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch no unclean thing; and I will receive you, and I will be to you a Father, and ye shall be to me sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty". (II Cor. 6:17-18)





     God has always demanded, of those who would be his people, total commitment to Him. He said of Himself, I am a jealous God (Ex. 20: 5; Deut 6: 15) and I will have no other gods before me. (Ex. 20: 3) He demanded that the nation of Israel be separate and apart from the nations around them lest they turn to their idols and forsake Him. They were to be a nation for God's own possession.


      To the Corinthians Paul wrote, " Be not unequally yoked with unbelievers". (II Cor.6: 14)


He is not talking, as many suppose, about a marriage relation but the elements of the world that would draw them away from total commitment to the Lord. Look at the reasoning of the questions that follow. " what fellowship have righteousness and iniquity? or what communion hath light with darkness? what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what 


portion hath a believer with an unbeliever"?


what agreement hath a temple of God with 


idols? (II Cor. 6: 16) The questions are 


Cont. on page 3 














SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








good was it?  It made their service weak and beggarly, without any substance to it.


       Worship is an effort on the part of the created to reach out to the Creator.  It is the adorning reverence of the human for the Divine.  As such, it deserves the best we have to offer.  God will not accept shortcuts as devotion or partly inspired religion as worship.  We cannot hope to please Him when we give Him some half-hearted, non-thinking thing that could not pass off as devotion.


      Causes enthusiasm to wane.  It was a sure sign of disinterest when the people of Malachi's time gave the lame, blind, torn and polluted in service to God.  It showed that their interests were somewhere else, their real zeal being used for other things, things they considered to be important.  They had no real feeling for worship, no real desire to please 


God. They just wanted to be done with the whole business.  "Ye said also, Behold, what a weariness is it!"                      


     We, too, can become so ritualistic 


in our worship to God that it no longer has any real meaning.  When worship becomes boring, when our service to God becomes a have-to thing, we best stop, look, and listen.  Stop and consider where we are, look into our heart, and listen to the word of God as it speaks about worship and service to God.  A non-enthusiastic service is no service at all; a non-zealous devotion is no devotion at all; and a heart that is somewhere else when the mouth is mouthing words of respect, is not only disrespectful, but sinful. Worship is such a privilege, such a wonderful joy that it should never be taken lightly or entered into without proper feelings of awe and respect for God. What about your worship?


Is it truly worship or is it nothing at 


all?





					





Cont. from page 1


rhetorical and the answer to all is "none". Paul goes on to say that "we are a temple of the Living God and upon that fact restates God's command to "come out from among them and be separate". 


     Many people believe that one religion is as good as another and we are all going to heaven our own way. But, that is certainly not what Jesus taught. He said, " I am the way, and the truth, and the life: no one cometh unto the Father, but by me". (John 14: 6) Nothing is more exclusive than that, it implies that one must follow His teachings completely. Those who teach and practice things that are in contrast to the commands of Jesus are unbelievers in every sense. Paul was so sure about this that he wrote  


" But though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach unto you any gospel other than that which we preached unto you, let him be anathema". (Gal 1:8)  


    Our worship must be unprofaned by the religious practices of others and our lives untouched by the world around us. We must not dabble in them or expose ourselves to them any more than Israel with the nations.


     We are sanctified (separated or set apart) by the blood of Christ (Heb. 13: 12) a costly price indeed. 


 We must, therefore, be separate for God or we will surely be separated from God.


			JP


__________________________


"Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in thy sight, O Jehovah, my rock, and my redeemer". (Ps 19:14)











Characteristics of Ritualism


By Dee Bowman





The Minor Prophets serve us well in so many different areas.  First, they show that in the final reality, man doesn't change much.  He repeats the same errors, commits the same sins, and falls to the same situations and temptations.  Modern day Christians are very much like ancient day Israel.  We have the same problems with our idols, the same difficulties with aping the world around us, the same lack of resistance to temptations they had.  Oh, they look somewhat different and they take on a new kind of appearance, but they're actually just the same old sins dressed in some kind of new garb.








Malachi's time had become so ritualistic in their observances of the worship they paid no attention to the elements of that service.  They offered the blind and lame animals (1:8), profaned the table of the Lord (verse 12) by offering what was contemptible to God, giving what was torn, lame, and sick (verse 13).  Worse still, they considered the whole enterprise a "weariness."  In doing so, they did not honor God.  No paltry service, no second-hand dedication is pleasant to nor honors God.


       We should be careful that our service is not tainted by ritualistic observances, worship services where we merely go through the motions.  How is your song service?  Is it heartfelt?  Is there in your observance of the Lord's Supper any hint of ritualism? Do you discern Him as head? And when the prayer is being said, is there a mental wandering that bespeaks a less than reverential regard for God?  Remember, if you just observe it without your heart as a willing participant, you don't honor God.


       Cheapens worship.  The people in Malachi's time were not giving the best they had.  They were giving the leftovers.  When they gave the lame and blind as sacrifices to God, they depreciated the value of their service. In fact, it amounted to no sacrifice at all.  And when they brought to him the sick and torn, what 





The book of Malachi is one of the latest books of the Old Testament.  Its basic message concerns the lack of zeal in rebuilding the Temple of Jehovah.  It condemns a variety of sins, most of which are being repeated in our time.  It rebukes the children of Israel for their divorces and remarriages (2:10-12), chides them for their failure to give as they ought (3:8-10), and several other things not peculiar to them--sins our nation is repeating with impunity today.


       One of the major rebukes in Malachi concerns the people's failure to put heart into religion.  Ritualism has always been a problem.  It is today.  Ritualism takes approved religious ceremonies, or rites (from which the word comes) and cheapens them by mere observance without heart involvement.  It means performance as opposed to worship, liturgy as a matter of duty, remembrance without thanksgiving.  Ritualism is repugnant to God.  He abhors religion out of mere duty, have-to worship.  This kind of pseudo-worship:


Ceases to honor God.  It is no veneration to God to merely go through the motions.  He is no longer the object of worship in such activity.  It is not done in praise to Him, but to get through the activity as soon as possible and with as little inconvenience. The people in








